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2135 SCOTT AVE
CLOSED - $590,000

1609 PARK RD
CLOSED -$1 , 150,000

823 WORTHINGTON AVE
CLOSED - $1 ,680,000

910 E WORTHINGTON AVE
CLOSED - $1 ,700,000

527 E KINGSTON AVE
UNDER CONTRACT

TEMPLETON AVE
Coming Soon

ROMANY RD
Coming Soon

&

A home for the holidays

By Kristen Cresante

“If it wasn’t for Hospitality House, I wouldn’t 
have been able to get my two weeks of radiation 
treatments,” said Jennifer, a patient who 
traveled to Charlotte for her life-sustaining 
medical care.

This time of year, many families are preparing 
for traditions, making travel plans, and 
hanging decorations. Others are preparing 
for a very different season as they face cancer, 
await an organ transplant, or navigate a 
medical emergency. 

With the help of the surrounding community, 
Hospitality House of Charlotte provides a 

home-like place to stay for patients and 
caregivers when medical care cannot take a 
break for the holidays.

The House has been a member of the Dilworth 
neighborhood since 1985, opening first as a 
renovated brick home on Scott Avenue and 
later expanding to a new, 20-bedroom facility 
built next door. Since then, it has served 
patients of all ages and from any location who 
find themselves receiving treatment at one of 
Charlotte’s world-class hospital systems.

For a nominal fee of $50 per night, patients 
and their caregivers are able to stay in a private 
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Looking back and moving 
forward
Happy Holidays from the Dilworth Community Association! It’s 
the time of year where gratitude for our families, homes, and our 
community is at its peak. We wish everyone the very best.

2022 has been a period of transition for the DCA, and it has 
been an honor to help steer the group forward. It’s hard to 
remember 2022 began with a mix of virtual and in-person 
meetings due to lingering concerns associated with COVID-19. 
We have continued to act with optimism and caution throughout 
the year, and are looking forward to 2023.

Our transition will continue as Charlotte has expanded in new 
and unexpected ways. While many focus on the Historic aspect 
of the Dilworth community, over 30% of our residents embrace 
and love homes that do not fall in this category. We live together 
in a unique mixture of traditional and progressive houses, 
condominiums, apartments, and businesses directly adjacent to 
some of the most dynamic growth markets in the country. 

That is a distinction worth preserving. The DCA is committed to 
working with every interested party to ensure our portion of the 
Queen City embraces growth while maintaining our unique mix 
of families that make Dilworth such a great place to live.

Last quarter, I suggested DQ readers may want to join the board. 
I appreciate all who reached out. I realize being a board member 
is a heavy lift. For those of you concerned board membership 
may be a bit larger bite than you care to chew, keep in mind that 
being on a DCA committee does not mean you have to commit to 
full board membership. Quite the opposite! Here are some new 
areas we are planning to focus on in the coming months: 

Communications

Nothing in Dilworth happens without intentional conversations. 
Our goal is to reach as many neighbors as possible. The 
Communications team has been key to amplifying these 
activities, but we know there is room for improvement. That’s 

where you come in. We’ve recently welcomed two new editors 
to the Dilworth Quarterly team and look forward to seeing their 
vision for this hard-copy periodical come to life in 2023. While 
the DQ has always been a valuable resource for our community, 
their on-boarding process made it clear there are areas we can 
evolve to provide the very best value to the Dilworth community. 

The Quarterly should contribute to and build upon our efforts 
to interact with Dilworth residents in other areas, including 
our weekly Dilworth Express email blasts, our social media 
presence on Facebook and Instagram, and our web-based home 
at dilworthonline.org. You can play a key part in that. If you 
have expertise or simply like to share ideas across any platform, 
lending your skills to our team is a great way to get involved! 

Streetscapes and Pedestrian Safety

It’s no secret growth has had effects on our neighborhood, 
not all of them pleasant. The DCA has heard the community’s 
concerns regarding street usage, parking, traffic, and 
accessibility. We have elevated a new committee to the forefront 
of our efforts in this area. If you have interest in addressing 
street planning/management and pedestrian use, and are ready 
to push forward with solutions, we would love your input and 
engagement in this area. Taking the lead from past success in 
our Land Use committee, we believe proactive and informed 
engagement with the city maximizes our opportunities for 
the future. Working together, we can ensure our transition 
successfully considers new residents and those who have long 
called Dilworth home.

The DCA continues to focus on guiding our neighborhood 
through a complex mix of issues. We appreciate all your support. 
I am especially excited with the renewed interest for the livability 
of our community and look forward to working with all of you 
as we move forward. We will be transitioning to a new board in 
2023. I can’t wait to do so with your involvement and support. 
Thank you for all you have done and continue to do for our 
shared home, and best wishes for an amazing end to the year.

Nathan Leehman 
president@dilworthonline.org
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Officer J.R. Gilliland 
CMPD - Providence Division

Lock it or lose it!
By Officer J.R. Gilliland

I am the Community 
Coordinator (neighborhood 
officer) for the Dilworth and 
Freedom Park areas. I have 
served in this role since 2007. 
I attend your community 
meetings and try to keep you 
updated on crime trends. For 
the past several years, larceny 
from autos (car break-ins) has 
been and continues to be our 
biggest challenge. 

These crimes happen throughout the neighborhoods and 
usually occur in multiples. The Charlotte Mecklenburg Police 
Department (CMPD) has found that the related suspects usually 
travel in groups up and down neighborhood streets checking 
for unlocked vehicles. Unfortunately, and far too often, these 
larcenies become vehicle thefts when the criminals locate a 
spare key. Please make sure you don’t have a spare key inside 
your vehicle. Perhaps the “valet” key in the glove-box?

Less than ten percent of larcenies from autos involve a window 
smash or other type of forced-entry, which will occur if the 
opportunity is there. A purse or computer bag can be just 
enough temptation to break a window. This can be prevented by 
removing valuables (bags, wallets, cash, even visible coins). 

While we do see some repeat offenders when arrests are made, 
the majority are new suspects. Quite simply, it is an attractive 
crime as long as it is so rewarding. CMPD needs your help. 
Please lock your cars and remove valuables. To borrow a phrase 
from a co-worker, “The easiest crime to commit is also the easiest 
crime to prevent.”

Report any suspicious activity by calling 911. If you have 
any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me at 
jgilliland@cmpd.org.

Thank you and stay safe. ■

Back to serve you better
We’re proud to announce our store has reopened with new 

inventory and our longtime quality services. Stop by and check 

out our wide assortment of traditional, transitional, and modern 

rugs from Turkey, Pakistan, India, and Persia – beautiful hand-

knotted rugs in a variety of colors and sizes. Perfect for all 

decors, home and office – at prices guaranteed to be the lowest 

in town. We also offer first class cleaning and repair services, 

not for just the rugs you buy from us, but for all your cherished 

heirloom rugs. Looking forward to seeing you in our showroom.

316 East Boulevard • Charlotte, NC 28203
Monday-Friday 10:30-5:30
Saturday 10:30-3:30
Evenings and Sundays by appointment

(980) 207-3287

30% Off Rug Cleaning!
Free Pickup and Delivery throughout the 
Charlotte Metro Area.

RUGculture • 316 E Blvd •(980) 207-3287

Get 15% off your first Full
Set with us! 

www.vagaro.com/beautyvanity
(980) 282-8345

310 East Blvd, Suite 3,
Charlotte NC 28203 

beautyvanity.clt
Promotion only valid with specific lash artist. Valid on full price
services. Valid only with lash artist Shirley or Lilyia  

We provide an upscale level of care and premium lash extension products
for our clients. Our Licensed specialists have recieved multiple trainings to
perfect their skills. We offer a variety of services including lash extentions,

facials, and microblading.

mailto:jgilliland%40cmpd.org?subject=
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Hidden in plain sight: the hemlocks of Latta Park
By Matthew Savage

At Latta Park, located in Charlotte’s Dilworth neighborhood, a 
unique colony of trees has grown quietly over the decades.

Scattered throughout the park, over two dozen Hemlocks - some 
over forty feet tall and a foot and a half in diameter - make their 
home. The Hemlock tree (tsuga canadensis) is a long-lived 
evergreen native to Eastern North America and is typically found 
in cooler climates in the northern part of the United States.

In southern states, such as North Carolina, it is rare to spot a 
hemlock outside of the Appalachian Mountains. Therefore it’s 
safe to assume these trees were likely planted by residents or 
park staff at some point in the past. To find hemlocks in the 
Piedmont Region of the state is exceptionally rare. 

Botanically speaking, finding hemlock trees in Charlotte 
would be nearly the same as having a park with two dozen 
palm trees.

Hemlocks are among the most shade-tolerant and slow-growing 
native tree species in Eastern North America. Unfortunately, like 
many other species, hemlocks have been detrimentally affected 
by invasive species, increased air pollution and climate change.

The invasive pest, the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, are sap-sucking 
aphids, which drain the trees of precious chlorophyll, eventually 
leading to a slow death. Thankfully, Latta’s hemlocks appear 
unaffected by invasive aphids, possibly due to their isolation. 

How climate change may affect their longevity remains to be 
seen. In an effort to improve the overall park habitat, local 
volunteers, working closely with park staff, have made a positive 
ecological impact on the park with the reintroduction of native 
plant species and erosion-prevention measures.

This uncommon collection of trees acknowledges the 
preservation and stewardship efforts of members of the Latta 
Community and serves as an ecological curiosity that is both 
rare and wonderful for Mecklenburg County. ■

By Liz Lewis 

It’s tree-planting weather!

The DCA’s Tree Canopy Committee still needs your financial 
contributions to go toward planting large street trees throughout 
Dilworth – with 20% of funds raised going toward helping a 
nearby neighborhood with fewer funding resources.

Trees are a crucial mitigator of climate change. As a historic 
neighborhood close to the center of Charlotte, Dilworth’s trees 
face challenges. Some are aging out. Others are stressed 
and more susceptible to disease and decay. Higher summer 
temperatures and sporadic rains take their toll. Storms damage 
and/or fell our trees and development seems to necessitate tree 
destruction - all impacting Dilworth’s tree canopy.

We need to plant more trees to replace the ones we’ve lost as 
well as take care of younger, newly planted trees so they grow 
strong and become more resilient. 

Tree planting, and tree care are the key to keep Dilworth’s 
tree canopy flourishing. Your donation fills the gaps in our 
streetscape, improves the health of our tree canopy, and keeps 
Dilworth green. You are creating a legacy for future Dilworth 
generations to enjoy.

Invest in your neighborhood. Donate at dilworthonline.org. ■

Share the Shade: It’s all about the trees
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342 Circle Avenue in Myers Park
704.307.4605 I JohnMorgan@ubgcharlotte.com

See Our Portfolio@ UrbanBuildingGroup.com

The Design|Build Experts

KITCHEN & BATH I  FULL SERVICE DESIGN
CUSTOM HOMES I REMODELING I INTERIOR DECORATING
HARDSCAPES I POOLS I  OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES

48th annual Dilworth Home Tour a success
By Fran Miller

The 48th Annual Dilworth Home Tour triumphantly returned after 
a two-year hiatus. The variety of the homes truly represented 
what our eclectic neighborhood has to offer. From the cute, tiny 
cottage on Charlotte Drive to the over-the-top new construction 
home on McDonald to our Grande Dame second oldest home 
c1894 on E. Kingston, the 2022 Home Tour was a resounding 
success.

Large crowds were observed enjoying the home tour throughout 
the neighborhood in beautiful weather Friday and Saturday, 
September 16-17. Feedback indicated groups were torn in 
identifying a favorite home. Each house brought varied and 
different things to the table. The elegance and flow of the home 
stood out at 728 Berkeley. The original detail still available at 
400 E. Kingston Avenue both wowed and educated visitors, 
whereas the quintessential Dilworth bungalow at 828 E. 
Worthington with the amazing front porch was a real treat to 
tour. The cottage on Charlotte Drive was warm and inviting with 
stunning décor.

One couple stated they could move in and live forever in the 
warm and inviting nest that they saw at 400 McDonald Avenue. 
At 500 McDonald, the crowd was overawed with the stunning 
details and amenities of this newer home.

Proceeds from the Dilworth Home Tour support the charitable 
arm of Dilworth Community Association’s Dilworth Cares.

A big thanks to the homeowners who graciously opened their 
homes to support the Dilworth Community - Paula Stathakis and 
Patrick Canupp, Claire and Chrishon McManus, Alexis and Robert 
Warren, Mary Helen Davis, Heather Mackey, and Courtenay and 
Joe Franco.

The 48th Annual Dilworth Home Tour was the result of hundreds 
of hours of effort by a handful of volunteers getting involved and 
contributing to the vibrant neighborhood that is Dilworth - in 

2033 Charlotte Drive

particular, the Home Tour Committee chaired by Stacy Hartley 
and Fran Miller - and committee members Courtenay Buchan, 
Mathew Demetriades, Keely Edwards, Sis Kaplan, Valerie 
Preston, and Cindy Zackery.

Additional thanks to Home Host docents – Mathew Demetriades, 
Franklin and Paula Keithley, Elizabeth Phares, Valerie Preston, 
Keely Edwards, Tiffany Noah, Ellen Citarella, Erin Holland, and 
Courtenay Buchan.

Without all of the above’s generous contributions of time and 
effort, the Home Tour would not have been possible.

So who’s ready for 2023? ■

400 E Kingston Avenue
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Dilworth Ladies Holiday Party returns
By Marcy Basrawala

After a brief hiatus, the Dilworth Ladies Holiday Party returns this 
year. A long-standing tradition that has been going on for over 
20 years, this party began as a way for the women of Dilworth 
to come together to celebrate the holidays while also raising 
money for local Dilworth charities.

All proceeds will go to the Dilworth Cares Committee and will be 
distributed to local charities such as The Dilworth Soup Kitchen, 
Pat’s Place, and The Relatives.

This year’s party will take place on Thursday, December 8, 
at the Law Office of Tin Fulton Walker & Owen, located at 
301 E Park Avenue.

Festivities will begin at 7:00 PM with entertainment provided 
by the acoustic guitarist Michael Byrnes. Food will be donated 
by several popular Dilworth eateries including Kid Cashew, 
Dilworth Neighborhood Grille, and The Penguin.

Cocktails will be sponsored by Dilworth’s Erin Finnen, a 
Mortgage Banker with Lending By Design.

Back by popular demand, the ‘Dilworth Ladies Men’ will be there 
to serve the ladies food and beverages.

A silent auction will offer the opportunity to bid on packages 
from local favorites including Made by Kippen, Charlie on Park, 
Supperland, Clothing Designer Renata, Personal Training by Jeff 
Garner, and many more.

Come spread holiday cheer while also raising money for a great 
cause. See page 29 for ticket QR code.  ■

Love blooms at the local farmers market

Front Porch Financial Advisory
Geoff Owen: CFP®, CDFA®, RLP®

Your Neighborhood Advisor!
Dilworth Resident Since 2002
DCA President 2008 
Past Jubilee & Home Tour Chair

Grab a chair. Let’s talk! 
Walter Brem House 
211 East Blvd.
Charlotte, NC 28203

Visit adviserinfo.sec.gov CRD 311329 for more info.Website: frontporchfa.com

Dilworth resident Lauren Formoso is a baker/entrepreneur 
whose Crumbled Nut Bake Shop has become a big hit at many 
Charlotte area farmers markets and popup events with her 
cookies, cinnamon rolls, muffins, and other assorted baked 
goods. She has also recently added a line of nut butters.

Lauren is part of the rotating roster of vendors at our local South 
End Farmers Market – and that’s where this story begins.

Just before Labor Day, SEFM market manager Samantha DeRosa 
received a text from Lauren’s boyfriend, Stephen Tosco. He 
wanted the market’s help in setting up a little joyous subterfuge.

Under the pretense of doing a social media video promoting 
her business and the market, recording began and all was 
proceeding like most social media videos you see. Then about 
halfway through, Stephen – with family, friends, and special 
banner in tow – interrupts the promo, gets on one knee - and 
pops the question. Spoiler: she said “yes!”

You can see the video on the South End Farmers Market 
Instagram feed.

This was the second time in five months the market was asked 
to participate in a proposal event. Back in March, a ring was 
smuggled into a bag of mushrooms (the couple met at that 
vendor’s tent a year prior).

So you see, shopping local is very romantic.  ■ 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/ChfQ_2Wgi_Y/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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Eats
Dilworth

Mayobird embraces change after a decade
By Laurel Nakkas

After starting as a chicken salad food truck roughly 10 years ago, 
Dilworth favorite, Mayobird, has evolved twice – to a restaurant 
and, most recently, a takeout market.

Trading a dining room for a pick-up window wasn’t what owner 
Deedee Hagner had expected for her beloved business, but 
her quick thinking saved Mayobird from COVID collapse. The 
walk-up window style has not only grown on Hagner, but on the 
community as well, as it is just about to mark two years in its 
new East Boulevard location.

“I love the concept,” said Hagner. “We found something that we 
can be open through, knock on wood, anything.”

Hagner, who was also behind Mayobird’s sister concept and 
next-door neighbor, The Summit Room, discovered there was 
simply too much overhead to keep Mayobird’s dine-in location 
running after The Summit Room shuttered following months of 
COVID mandates.

In early 2021, she packed up her chicken salad and moved to a 
house down the road. 

“I call it more of a market style,” said Hagner. “It’s everything 
packaged. If you order online, we package it up, and it’s waiting 
for you in the back, where there’s back stairs and little cubbies. 
So, it’s a contactless pickup. It’s really easy to get in and out. Or 
you can always walk up to the window – literally a slider window 
on a front porch.”

To accommodate Dilworth’s walkers, Hagner includes extra 
touches such as treats for dogs, lollipops for the kids and, from 
the original restaurant, rocking chairs for those wishing to stay 
and dine on the porch.

As for the food, chicken salad still reigns supreme. In addition 
to a full coffee bar and miscellaneous side items, Hagner offers 
seven chicken salad flavors, including the most popular flavor, 
the Harvest, made with apples, grapes and pecans. 

All recipes are Hagner’s own, inspired by the chicken salad she 
grew up with. She began experimenting with different flavors 
during her college days, but said she always knew to keep a 
few ingredients as a foundation – Duke’s Mayonnaise, all white 
meat plus a secret ingredient she learned from a family friend’s 
pimento cheese recipe.

The original Mayobird food truck opened in 2013 where further 
trial and error helped perfect the recipes. Hagner then got an 
unexpected boost of national attention.

“Crazy enough, as soon as I started the food truck, I ended up 
being on ‘Food Court Wars,’ which was a show on Food Network,” 
said Hagner. “It happened we were in the right place at the right 
time. And we were on the show, which, especially that early on, 
it’s hard to buy that marketing for a new concept.”

Soon after, Hagner moved to the restaurant where she began 
offering the “MOM” – Mayobird of the month. Patrons could 

give their suggestions of what that flavor should be, resulting 
in several unique creations such as a Christmas fruitcake flavor, 
the Bluebird featuring blue cheese and walnuts, and the Vinny 
with balsamic and Parmesan. 

While Hagner still welcomes suggestions for new flavors and 
opinions on existing ones, she’s whittled down from offering 
more than a dozen flavors to seven as she prepares for another 
big change on the way: introducing Mayobird to local markets 
across Charlotte.

“The plan is to not open a restaurant again, but to hopefully 
go wholesale with the chicken salad. So, we can continue this 
market style, but actually, in markets,” said Hagner. “Whether 
it’s little, smaller markets or local markets, or Harris Teeter, or 
what have you.”

Though Hagner hopes to be in markets by early 2023, she says 
the takeout window isn’t going anywhere. It’s sticking around, 
in part, because of the incredible sense of community that’s 
fueled Mayobird’s near decade-long success.

“I adore Dilworth. The people are amazing, and they have been 
so supportive. I have so many regulars. I mean, they’re friends 
now,” said Hagner. 

“I still feel very much so invested in Dilworth and feel like I’m just 
everybody’s neighbor, just in the house on East Boulevard.”  ■

Happy Holidays!

  

Elizabeth PharesElizabeth Phares
Over 20 years experience in the real estate industry.Over 20 years experience in the real estate industry.

(704) 651-8562
elizabeth.phares@allentate.com

elizabethphares.allentate.com

From my family to yours!From my family to yours!
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Peter Bell, PLLC, the Dilworth neighbor 
you can count on for a variety of  
financial, accounting, and tax services 
to individuals and small business. 
 
Visit our website for more information at  
peterbellpllc.com 
 
1201 East Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28203 
704.525.9999 

McCrorey Heights 
becomes the newest 
historic district
By Cindy Kochanek

The HDC is excited to welcome McCrorey Heights as the eighth 
local historic district in Charlotte.

The rezoning was heard and approved by City Council August 
15, 2022. McCrorey Heights is comprised of mostly mid-20th 
century homes making the neighborhood the second locally 
designated district in the City to feature homes from this era. 

Oaklawn Park, being the first locally designated mid-20th 
century historic district, was the most recent local historic 
district designation less than two years ago.

Almost 40 years has passed since Dilworth was originally 
designated as a local historic district in 1983. In 1992, the 
Dilworth historic district underwent a boundary change to 
include additional properties.

McCrorey Heights was founded in 1912 specifically for African 
Americans by H.L. McCrorey, then the president of Johnson C. 
Smith University (JCSU). McCrorey Heights is located to the north 
of JCSU and to the south Oaklawn Park.

The streets of McCrorey Heights are laid out in a grid pattern 
with many of the same features and details of a mid-century 
neighborhood often including attached carports or garages and 
concrete driveways and walkways poured as part of the original 
construction. 

The main house types found throughout McCrorey Heights were 
those popular in the mid-20th century including the American 
Small House, the Ranch, and the Split-Level. Dutch Colonial 
and Colonial Revival style houses are also found in McCrorey 

continued on page 27
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Balayage Girl Salon – 1235 East Blvd, Suite B 

Balayage Girl Salon is a full service luxury hair salon, committed 
to providing all of its customers with a high-end experience in a 
welcoming and supportive environment. It is now accepting new 
customers at their new Kenilworth Commons location. 

If you are looking for expertly hand-tied extensions, or want red, 
blonde, brown, or platinum lived-in color, Balayage Girl is the 
place for you.

With five highly trained and confident stylists, who have 
experience in all hair types (long, short, curly or straight), you 
are guaranteed to have all of your hair goals met. To book an 
appointment, visit balayagegirl.com.

CLT Find – 1235 East Blvd, Suite A

A Charlotte based retail concept featuring over 90 local makers, 
CLT Find celebrated the opening of its brand-new Dilworth 
storefront this fall. Located in Kenilworth Commons, CLT Find 
is co-owned by Christy Pope and Toni South, two friends who 
share a love for unique, handcrafted goods and appreciate the 
multitude of talent displayed by artisans in the Queen City and 
greater Carolinas. You can find something for everyone on your 
shopping list inside this newest Dilworth retailer. Beautiful 
original art pieces, Charlotte made glassware, home décor and 
food items, a huge selection of jewelry, baby gifts, boutique 
apparel, locally designed trucker hats, leather goods and more. 
Christy and Toni invite everyone in the neighborhood to come 
say hi (and if you are lucky, their popular shop dog, Rosie, might 
be available to assist).

Berrybrook Natural Foods – 1257 East Blvd

Established in 1972, Berrybrook is a family-owned and operated 
health food store. They are all-natural - all the time. This 
Charlotte icon is located on the corner of East Boulevard and 
Kenilworth. Their charming little red wagon is a landmark in the 
Dilworth neighborhood and easily recognized by most Charlotte 
residents. Berrybrook carries a variety of dietary supplements, 
vitamins, herbs, groceries, bulk foods, water-by-the-gallon, 
and many locally-made products. Come by for lunch or a quick 
smoothie, and talk with their knowledgeable staff while you 
wait. They offer personalized and attentive customer service 
to help promote a healthier life for you and your family. Owner, 
Dan, attributes their success to the many loyal customers who 
have supported them throughout the years. Berrybrook is open 
from 10 AM- 6 PM, Monday through Saturday.

The Penguin – 1531 East Blvd

The Penguin is back - with everything from decadent burgers 
and salads to their spin on classics like Bang Bang shrimp and 
Philly subs. Looking to spice it up? Try the Nashville hot chicken 
sandwich or shrimp ramen. Looking to grab a quick drink? Try 
the Big O from Sugar Creek, 18 ounces for $5 in chilled British 
dimple mugs. Or order  wine or hand-crafted cocktails in the 
‘Elephant Bar.’ Come by for lunch, dinner, or brunch.  ■

CLT Find on East Blvd. Ask for Rosie.

The Penguin is back with old favorites and new choices.

https://www.balayagegirl.com
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We’re right around the corner. 
Come see what all the excitement is about!!

704-808-PETS (7387)
www.DilworthAnimalHospital.com

820 East Blvd
Charlotte, NC 28203
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Where your pets are our family.

Sedgefield Middle School campaign update
By Meredith Murchison 
Sedgefield Middle School PTO Co-President

The Sedgefield Middle School Empowering Extraordinary 
campaign has concluded, exceeding both family and corporate 
goals. The school raised over $110,000 for the PTO and for 
capital improvements. This could not have happened without 
the generous donations from Spartan families, staff, local 
businesses, and community members. Thank you to everyone 
who participated.

These funds will be used immediately to enrich our students and 
support our staff. We are grateful to be part of a community that 
cares so deeply for our school and students. 

Because the campaign exceeded its goal, Dilworth Neighbors 
Darren and Kathryn Ash donated an additional $10,000. Darren 
is a Dilworth resident and founder of the non-profit called The 
Roc - a construction trade school serving four CMS Title I high 
schools providing skills training and apprenticeships. Darren is 
also the founder and past Executive Director of Common Wealth 
Charlotte and was formerly the Executive Director of Charlotte 
Family Housing. Darren and Kathryn have a long history of 
supporting Title I and other CMS schools.

It’s not too late to help Dilworth’s neighborhood public middle 
school. Please visit smspto.org/fundraising/ to donate to 
Sedgefield Middle School’s capital campaign.  ■

Summer SPARK keeps brains working year-round
By Juan Andrés Bravo 
Fifth Grade, Dilworth Elementary School

Here at Dilworth Elementary School, we work hard during the 
school year, and then the summer arrives – vacations, trips, 
beaches, summer camps, and the rest.

Fortunately, our brains keep working, absorbing information, 
and learning all the time. We have a summer learning program 
called SPARK (Summer Program for Arithmetic, Reading and 
Knowledge). In this program, we record our learning and help 
the school raise important funds for essential programs all 
year long. I enjoy participating in SPARK because it is a way of 
keeping my brain strong during the summer, and it will help me 
in middle and high school.

SPARK is for all students from kindergarten to fifth grade. 
It’s exciting everyone can participate, even if they are in 
kindergarten! Students keep track of the total amount of time 
they read or complete math learning. The program helped me 
learn new topics outside of school and can be a wonderful way 
to help students stay motivated.

Instead of reading and doing math without purpose, students 
can set summer learning goals and feel accomplished when they 
meet them. Students set goals for one or two hundred hours, but 
you can go as far as three, four, and five hundred hours! To top it 
all off, when school starts, we have a SPARK Assembly in which 
many students earn awesome prizes, such as gift cards, reading 
tablets, and trampoline park tickets.

Another amazing thing about SPARK is that reading and math 
are not the only things that count for your SPARK hours, you can 
count anything that is related to education! A computer science 
program can count as your SPARK hours. If you go on a trip, or 
if you can learn about the cultures around the world by visiting 
museums, you can include these hours too. I completed many 
activities for my SPARK hours; I read five Harry Potter books, 
“Sputnik’s Guide to Life on Earth,” and other novels with my 
parents many afternoons. 

I also attended Kumon Academy and taught myself Portuguese 
from scratch. 

Another motivating factor of the SPARK program is that family 
members sponsor their children’s SPARK hours and those funds 
help our school buy important supplies, events, and technology. 
Local businesses support our SPARK program, too, and everyone 
in the school gets a Dilworth Elementary SPARK t-shirt to 
celebrate their learning.

You, too, can contribute to our SPARK program (see page 29). 
Thanks to my SPARK hours, I feel prepared for the school year. 
I wonder what languages I will learn next summer. I encourage 
all Dilworth Elementary students to participate in this school 
activity so they can start a new school year ready.  ■

Juan Andrés Bravo (JA) reads in his favorite spot, the media center.

https://smspto.org/fundraising/
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Hospitality House continued from Front Page

room with access to communal amenities such as a fully stocked 
kitchen and pantry, laundry facilities and supplies, and free 
transportation to and from local hospitals.

By providing largely affordable lodging within two miles of 
Charlotte’s major hospital systems, Hospitality House helps to 
relieve some costs associated with ongoing medical issues and 
provides access to healthcare for patients whose recommended 
treatment is nonexistent where they live.

“The pain was so bad from the cancer in my bones that I couldn’t 
care for my family and things at home as a mother,” Jennifer 
said. “I live in the woods in the mountains of NC, and we live on 
one minimum wage income to care for our four-person family.”

The mission of Hospitality House is to create a community 
for patients connecting to vital medical care. Within its 
walls, guests find a place of compassion and comfort among 
other families in similar situations, staff, and volunteers.

Surrounding neighbors are invited to the House to make a 
meaningful impact on families facing difficult medical journeys.

Community groups decorate the House inside and out for the 
holidays, making it feel more like home and giving guests a 
beautiful place to gather together. Others donate care bags filled 
with essential items and thoughtful gifts that let guests know 
someone is thinking of them.

The Hospitality House kitchen is often filled with the smell of 
freshly baked treats as volunteers prepare homemade meals 
that are waiting for guests after long days of treatments or 
hospital visits.

The House also partners with other local nonprofits, like 
Community Culinary School of Charlotte, which provides 
workforce development training and job placement assistance 
for adults who face barriers to long-term successful employment. 
Their students prepare meals throughout the holidays for 
Hospitality House guests, making an impact on people like Pam, 
whose father went into cardiac arrest while traveling last year.

“I flew to Charlotte immediately, spending both Christmas and 
New Year’s away from home,” said Pam. “These are times when 
restaurants are closed for employees. I was deeply touched by 
the meal that awaited me - pork roast, rice, grilled vegetables! 
Thank you for your effort to care so well for a stranger.”

Next time you are out and about in Dilworth, consider stopping 
at 1400 Scott Avenue to see the House and learn how you can 
get involved in providing comfort to families in medical crisis.

Learn more at hospitalityhouseofcharlotte.org. ■ 

We’re open
just around the corner.

Allegacy offers complete 
personal and business banking

to maximize your fi nancial wellbeing.  

We’re excited 
to be in your neighborhood. 

Stop by and visit our 
two NEW Financial Centers.

100 Queens Road | 3021 Prosperity Church Road
allegacy.org/charlotte

https://www.hospitalityhouseofcharlotte.org
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Tom Sykes
Recreation Center

Compiled by Shauna Powell

Pre-registration is required for all programs. 

Register online at parkandrec.com, by calling Tom Sykes 
Recreation Center at (980)314-1113, or stop by the center.

For more information about all of Tom Sykes Recreation 
Center programs contact TomSykesRecreationCenter@
MecklenburgCountyNC.gov.

Preschool Programs

Music Together of Charlotte

Music Together is children and their grownups joyfully sharing 
songs, rhymes, movement, and instrument play, both in music 
class and in their daily lives. A pioneer in early childhood music 
and movement education, Music Together offers classes in 
which parents and caregivers actively participate.
When: Monday - Saturday 
Ages: 8 months - 5 years
Contact: musictogetherofcharlotte@gmail.com

After School Programs

Days: Monday - Friday • 3:00pm-6:00pm
Ages: 5-12 years
Pricing: $7.00 per class
Registration Deadline for Spring: February 1 

Please email:tomsykesrecreationcenter@mecklenburgcountync.
gov for the form with programs listed.

You do not have to attend Dilworth or Sedgefield Schools to 
participate – all are welcome!

CMS School Day Out & Early Release Day Camps

Call for specific dates.
School Day Out: $25.00 per child (9am-6pm)
Early Release Day: $15.00 per child (12pm-6pm)
Please call for specific dates.

All Age Programs 

Badminton 

Pickup games weekday nights from 5:30-7:30. Three courts 
available. All ages and skill levels. Must register online to 
participate.

Pricing: $2.00 Adults • Free for youth 

Biking Lessons 

From complete beginner to experienced cyclist, we can help you 
to accomplish your goals. Road biking? Let our certified cycling 
instructor show you the safest way to maneuver the streets. 
Mountain biking? Allow us to help you make your trail rides safer 
and a lot more fun. Call 980-314-1113 to schedule a lesson! 

Pricing: Free

Youth Programs

Basketball Lessons – Private/Group Lessons

Whether your player(s) is new to the game or is looking to work 
on specific skills and techniques to enhance their basketball 
game, private and group lessons at Tom Sykes Recreation Center 
will help them achieve the goals they set! Call 980-314-1113 to 
schedule an appointment. 

Ages: 5-12 years

Pricing: $15.00/hr

Indoor Soccer (co-ed)

Recreational League play with age appropriate modifications are 
utilized to ensure safety, fun and skill development based on 
maximum participation, balanced teams, positive coaching and 
sportsmanship.

Registration: February 1-28 • Season: April- May

Practices: Tuesdays • 6-7pm • Games: Saturdays • 10am-noon

Ages: 3-8 years

Pricing: $45 • $55 non-residents

Speed & Agility Training

Mondays: January 2-23 • 6pm-7pm

Ages: 5-11 years (co-ed)

Pricing: $10.00 (total)

Facility Staff
Shauna Powell Facility Manager
Tim Lewis Recreation Specialist
LeCharleston Ross Recreation Specialist
Taumir Lewis Recreation Assistant 
Monique Reid Recreation Assistant 
Geraldine Williams Recreation Assistant  
Wyvette Staton Recreation Assistant

Brunch With Santa!
Kids of all ages!

December 17 • 10am-noon

Cost: $10 admission

Online pre-registration is required. 

Enjoy time with Santa and his helpers plus 
decorate some fun holiday themed arts & crafts!
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Welcome to Innovative Eye Care, Charlotte’s premier eye health and eyewear boutique. 

We’re in the heart of Dilworth; stop by and see what makes us Charlotte’s most innovative 

eye care destination. Have a cup of coffee, meet our wonderful team, experience our cutting-

edge technology and browse through some of our exclusive eyewear. Our goal is simple: to 

give you the best eye care services and the most stylish eyewear in town. 

You’ve never seen eye care like this before.

A New VisioN For eye CAre!

704.348.1500  •  www.innovativeeyecare.net  •  1710 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 210

Dr. Michelle Mumford,
Optometrist

Dr. Kara Barrett,
Optometrist

By Christy Pope

The holiday season is upon us and what better way to spread 
cheer than gifting locally made goods

For Neighbors, Clients, and Teachers: Food

Sweet and savory treats are perfect for sharing, watching family 
movies, entertaining guests, or splitting among large office 
groups. Snag a bag (or two) of Queen City Crunch, the pretzel 
company taking over the town with its addictive flavors. Owned 
by Sedgefield resident, Katie Cooper, Queen City Crunch is a 
must-have on your gift list. Then add in Piedmont Pennies. 
These delicious cheese cookies are buttery and golden. Truly 
you cannot eat just one. Round out your treat-themed offerings 
with sea salt toffees, savory Couch Mix, dill-flavored peanuts, or 
a variety pack of local jams. Flavors include cranberry prosecco, 
peach bourbon, strawberry rhubarb, and more. 

For the One who has it all: Tabletop Fire Pit

Yes, you read that correctly. You can buy a cozy tabletop fireplace 
suitable for indoor/outdoor use. Each concrete vessel is hand-
poured by local maker Kippen Priest. Packaged with safety 
instructions and tutorials on how to make the perfect s’mores, 
each fireplace is roughly five inches in diameter and has a cork 
heating pad. To enjoy a fire on the spot, simply pour a small 
amount of clean-burning isopropyl alcohol into the “pit” and 
light. According to customer reviews, you will be donned the 
“ultimate gift giver” when choosing to share these portable fire 
pits with your friends and family. 

Give Relaxation with Neck Wraps & Body Butters

Treat someone you love to the calming aroma of lavender. Made 
in North Carolina, Whispering Willow is a natural apothecary 
with gift choices galore. Two cult favorites include the Deep Blue 
Lavender Neck Wrap and Lavender Body Butter. Neck wraps are 
made with flax seeds and cozy flannel; heat to ease tension in 
the neck, shoulders, and back. The body butter incorporates 
shea butter, coconut, and sunflower oils to provide long-lasting 
moisture and healing for dry, winter skin. Great for your BFF, 
mother-in-law, nanny, boss, and others.

For the Men in Your Life: Custom Patch Hats

When retail is geared mostly toward women, masculine gifts 
can be few and far between. Enter the North Carolina-made 
custom trucker hat. With a variety of patches, both leather and 
embroidered, there is an option for every style. Best sellers 
include the NC state flag, Ursa Major, and the ever-popular 
Brewed in NC beer hats. Add a bottle of Bloody Mary mix from 

Bruce Julian, a pair of kitschy socks, and a leather coaster from 
Charlotte artisan, Lori Sparacio, and voila. 

Stuffing Those Stockings with Jewelry 

Sometimes gifts that come in small packages have the biggest 
impact. You can never go wrong with handmade jewelry. 
Charlotte is full of talented makers, including Kristin Hayes, 
Twenty-Two West, Bajari Designs, Created Beautifully, Gypsy 
& Gem, and many more. Gifting something unique, that is not 
mass-produced, will always make a statement. The designers 
above use sterling silver, gold fill, semi-precious gems, and lots 
of love when creating their pieces. Buying from a small-batch 
maker is not just super cool, it is often more affordable as well.

Sharing local talent to boost the micro-economy is a huge 
passion. Seek out one or five of the gifts above and we promise 
it will add a positive spin to your standard routine. In person, 
you can shop all items at CLT Find Dilworth, located in Kenilworth 
Commons. You can also shop online and reach out to individual 
makers through social media. 

Happy Holidays and Happy (Local) Shopping.  ■

Top five holiday gift guide: Dilworth edition

For your holiday shopping, remember to shop local.
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2502 Dunavant Street, South End, Charlotte, NC 28203
704-332-5454  |  crazyjanesinc.com

Simply the Best
Sophisticated, fashionable yet comfortable interiors with YOU in mind • Modern and  
Transitional designs for your home or office • Fabrics, custom upholstered furniture,  

custom drapery and window shades, lighting, rugs, bed linens, case goods, original artwork,     
reupholstery, pillows and accessories • No design fees with purchase • Free local delivery  

• Day and evening appointments available

Thank you for 26 years in business! For over a decade, I have helped clients 
achieve solutions and make positive life 
changes to become their best selves. I o�er 
virtual and in-person counseling to 
individuals ages 17 and older.
Contact me today for a free phone consultation.

Shital Patel PLLC
704-612-0684

patel@patelcounsulting.org
spatelservices.com

Shital Patel, JD, LCSW
Mental Health Therapist

Reach your full potential for healing and happiness.
You are capable of boundless growth and infinite 

possibilities to evolve, transform, and improve your life.
You are more powerful than you know.

McCrorey Heights continued from Page 15

Heights. Not every house in the McCrorey Heights district is 
from the mid-century though. Some structures predate the peak 
construction period for the neighborhood with Bungalows and 
early-20th century cottages dotting the neighborhood. 

While much of the neighborhood looks as it did in the middle 
of the 20th century, not all of neighborhood is intact, one side 
of Van Buren Ave and a portion of Fairfield St were removed 
for the construction of the Brookshire Freeway; a few houses 
were moved to other lots within the neighborhood or to other 
neighborhoods. 

Many McCrorey Heights residents were key leaders in the Civil 
Rights movement on both the local and national level. A few of 
their contributions included participating in sit-ins, arguing Civil 
Rights cases, and helping to integrate schools, hospitals, and 
golf courses.

The neighborhood is home to two designated local 
landmarks. 2001 Oaklawn Ave was built for Dr. Robert H. 
Greene, a physician and leader in the medical field as well 
as a Civil Rights activist. 1703 Madison Ave was home to 
Dr. Reginald Armistice Hawkins, a dentist, and a Civil Rights 
activist whose home was one of four bombed in 1965. 

This designation would not have happened without the 
vision, commitment, and hard work of the McCrorey Heights 
neighborhood exploratory committee, neighborhood residents 
and other stakeholders. 

Thanks also go out to Dr. Tom Hanchett for his research and 
documentation on the history of McCrorey Heights which started 
years ago and led to the creation of a house-by-house survey of 
McCrorey Heights hosted on historysouth.org.

Work on the exterior of any house or property in McCrorey 
Heights, just like any other local historic district, will require HDC 
review in order to ensure that any changes and development 
remain consistent with the neighborhood. 

Like the other seven local historic districts, McCrorey Heights 
will have a representative on the Historic District Commission. 

Feel free to contact HDC staff if you have any questions on 
specifics relating to McCrorey Heights, new district designations 
or any other questions or concerns regarding the Dilworth Local 
Historic District. 

HDC staff can be reached via email at charlottehdc@charlottenc.
gov. Check out our social media posts on Facebook and 
Instagram @cltplanning. ■

mailto:charlottehdc%40charlottenc.gov?subject=
mailto:charlottehdc%40charlottenc.gov?subject=
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Learn More
www.strathmorecapadv.com

704-364-4241

Strathmore Capital Advisors, Inc. ("Strathmore") is an 
SEC-registered investment adviser. Registration does not 
imply a certain degree of training or skill. More information 
about Strathmore, including fees, can be found in its 
Form ADV 2A, which is available free of charge.

Serving as a Family Financial
Consultant (FFC), our goals-based 
financial planning includes:

Strathmore Capital Advisors 
is a family-owned wealth 
management firm that serves 
as a fiduciary for their clients.

Investment Management

Retirement Planning

Insurance Portfolio Gap Analysis

Estate Planning

Tax Planning

Social Security Strategy

QR code roundup
Donate to Share the Shade – Page 7

Donate to SPARK – Page  19

Purchase Dilworth Ladies Holiday Party Tickets 
 – Page 10

Subscribe to Dilworth Express

Happy Birthday, Randolph Scott

The  PPHHAARRMMAACCYY  that goes beyond the  PPIILLLLSS

Location Pharmacy Hours
1300-B East Blvd
Charlotte, NC 28203

Contact
Phone: (704) 910-4288 
wellness@dilworthdrug.com 

Mon-Fri 9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sat 9:00 am - 2:00 pm  |  Sun Closed 

Our dedicated pharmacy team is standing by and 
ready to help you on your path to wellness.

Fast Friendly Prescription Service
• Most Insurances Accepted • Low Prices

Delivery
and Shipping

Available
Scan Here
to Visit Our
Website

Wellness
Center

• •

Compounding
Bio-identical hormones Kiddos

Wellness Programs
• Reduce Medications • Weight Loss • Stress Resilience

• • Pets

One of Dilworth’s most famous residents, Randolph Scott was 
born in Virginia, but grew up at 1301 Dilworth Road.

Scott was a war hero turned movie star. During World War I, 
he fought as an artillery observer with the 2nd Trench Mortar 
Battalion - seeing action in France and Germany. After the war, 
he attended both Georgia Tech and UNC-Chapel Hill, before 
dropping out to pursue an acting career.

One of the original “action movie” film stars, he appeared in 
over 100 films from 1928-1962 - 60 of them Westerns. At the 
time, no other actor was associated with cowboy films as much 
as Scott. He certainly fit the part. A chiseled 6’2”, soft-spoken, 
with a subtle charm, he was a consistent  top box office draw, 
especially during his height of fame in the early 1950s.

He was inducted into the Western Performers Hall of Fame in 
Oklahoma  in 1975.

It is said his face was the inspiration for the pirate on the logo of 
what is now the Las Vegas Raiders.

January 23, 2023 is his 125th birthday. Scott died in 1987 at the 
age of 89. He is buried at Charlotte’s Elmwood Cemetery.

Happy Birthday, Randolph!  ■



Dilworth Quarterly www.dilworthonline.org 3130 December 2022 Dilworth Quarterly

Michael
Baker

The Realtor® sign that will get you results
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Broker / Realtor® & Top Producer | michael@hmproperties.com | 704.526.9510 | hmproperties.com

be home.

Heat debate caused streetcar turmoil

Excerpted and edited from “Dilworth: The First 100 Years,” by 
Tom Bradbury

The electric streetcar that made Dilworth possible brought 
excitement and expansion to Charlotte. But, there were also 
discontents along the way.

The immediate issue in the December, 1903, strike was the 
company’s refusal to turn on the heat in the cars. The weather 
was cold - with low temperatures below freezing. …The unheated 
ride (was) uncomfortable for conductors, motormen, and 
passengers. The men walked out.

But heating the car took as much power as running it, said 
Nisbet Latta, speaking for the company while his father (Edward 
Dilworth Latta) was away in New York. And heat had been 
abandoned in such large systems as Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
New York and Atlanta. 

Besides, the conductors and motormen wouldn’t benefit from 
the heat because they spent their time on outside platforms.

Going from hot to cold as they walked through the cars to collect 
fares would be a detriment to health, not a benefit. 

Thinking about the passengers was left up to E.D. Latta – after 
first sending a telegram instructing Nisbet to announce that the 
strikers no longer worked for the company and to begin hiring 
replacements.

Upon his return, the senior Latta explained that he had always 
intended to turn on the heat when the weather got really cold, 
but that the men had started using the heaters as early as 
October, making the cars uncomfortable. 

The company turned on the heaters December 8, but refused 
to rehire the strikers. On December 10, there was violence: a 
mob gathered on South Boulevard, shots were fired into the air, 
and, on the Piedmont Park route, a rock flew through a trolley 
windshield. 

With the violence, public support for the strikers faded, the 
company prevailed and the original motormen and conductors 
had to find other jobs.  ■

The 1903 Charlotte streetcar 
strike was the result of the 
company refusing to turn 
on the heat in the cars. 
Photo courtesy of Robinson-
Spangler Carolina Room, 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Library.


